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Offshore wind public opinion brief - March 2026

of Massachusetts voters favor offshore wind construction off their
o state’s coast — a 7-point gain over 14 months, during a period in
which the industry faced significant attacks from the executive
o branch. Offshore wind ranks second only to solar as the energy

resource Massachusetts voters most want as part of the state’s
electricity solution.
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Massachusetts Republican voter support has increased
substantially since Jan 2025.
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Since January 2025, Massachusetts Republican voters have
become significantly more likely to vote for a candidate that is
pro offshore wind.

Source: Tarrance Group for Turn Forward. Wave 1 (Jan 2025 and June 2025, both n=400 registered voters); Wave 3 (March 2026, n=420
registered voters).



MASSACHUSETTS WORKERS BUILDING OFFSHORE WIND

The New Bedford Marine Commerce Terminal is the first facility of its kind in the country: the first
U.S. port purpose-built for staging, assembling, and deploying offshore wind components.
Spanning more than 21 acres of heavy-lift capacity on New Bedford Harbor, it served as the
primary staging ground for Vineyard Wind ], the first commercial-scale offshore wind farm to
begin construction in America. Tower sections, blades, and nacelles moved through this port,
loaded onto specially outfitted barges and pulled out through the hurricane barrier toward the
installation site offshore.

The terminal is already expanding, with $45 million committed to upgrades that will increase
heavy-lift storage by 24% and quayside capacity by 20%, part of a broader $180 million regional
port investment. For a region like )

New Bedford whose economy
has long been tied to the
working waterfront, adding
offshore wind to theirstory isn't
novel; it's continuing the kind of
work the people have long been
involved in.

Two workers marvel at the scale of the offshore
wind blades and towers at the New Bedford
Marine Commerce Terminal. Credit. Vineyard
Wind and Oceantic Network.
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e $1.8 billion invested in
shipyards, across 26
facilities in 15 states

Opposition claims are
broadly encountered but
not deeply held, creating
room for education.

MA utilities were forced to fire up
expensive oil-burning backup
plants instead, a gap that more
fully operational offshore wind
capacity could have helped
close at a fraction of the cost.

Source: Supply chain data: Oceantic Network, Offshore Energy at Work, 2025. Energy cost: Gallucci, Maria. "Offshore Wind Showed Up Big During
the East Coast's Brutal Cold.” Canary Media, February 12, 2026. Polling: Tarrance Group for Turn Forward.
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